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Editorial
Paul Hueson

A sad duty this month, to circulate the
obituary for Chris Carter on page 2, an
associate member who passed way on 29th
April 2025. Thank you to Clive Ashford for
providing these important words.

There are no new members to introduce this
month. Please anyone else do consider sending
a few words about yourself (ideally with a
photo): newsletter@ppca-canoe-club.org.uk if
you have joined recently, for some vague
definition of “recently”.

However, there is an important note about
access to Mount Batten (and the need for us
to all pay attention to security matters) on
page 3. We have an article on those lovely
birds, oystercatchers, on page 5. There is a
great report of all the club’s activities this
month in the chronicle on page 6 and a couple
of silly limericks on page 9 (you don’t have to
read this rubbish, I’m confident any club
member could submit something we’d prefer
to read, please). Finally, there is a notification
about plans to hold the summer social on
page 4.

A piece of trivia I picked up the other day is
that a ‘parwhobbler’ is someone who
dominates a conversation to the extent that
no-one else can get a word in. And did you
know, according to lexicographer and
television presenter Susie Dent, it’s an old
piece of Devonshire dialect. I wonder why
Devonians needed to invent this word?

As usual, comments, questions, material to
include in future editions:
newsletter@ppca-canoe-club.org.uk.
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Chris Carter 21/9/1947 – 25/4/2025

Chris Carter

Chris Carter sadly passed away on 25 April
2025 in Derriford Hospital after a short illness.
The longer serving members of the PPCA will
remember Chris as a gentle, cheerful chap who
was quick to smile and who was always ready
to share a story and a joke or two. Chris joined
the PPCA in 2005 and was a regular Saturday
rec paddler as well as joining us on our away
weekends to the Wye and Severn valleys, and
to our Roseland sea kayaking weekends. As
well as paddling Chris served on the PPCA
committee as membership secretary, thus he
was able to “put something back” as he would
have said. The aging process, together with

grandchild commitments, eventually caught up
with Chris and he had to give up paddling a
few years ago, but he was pleased to become
an associate member when to opportunity
arose. Away from the PPCA Chris was a
dedicated family man. Together with his wife
Jill they brought up three children. Chris was
always interested in music. Chris not only
listened to a wide range of musical genres,
(jazz, folk, blues, rock, pop) but he also played
in the Laira Youth Band and had lately taken
up the ukulele. Our thoughts to out to Jill and
the family at this difficult time.
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Mountbatten access
Adam Coulson

When this copy of the club newsletter has
gone to press, the main building at
Mountbatten will be closed. All PPCA
members still have access to the yard during
club events. Members who store their boats in
the member’s shed can access them at any
time. Only leaders, coaches and a few others
have keys for the club shed.

There are now very few Mountbatten staff
around in order to maintain security in the

yard. Therefore it is our (i.e. all PPCA
members) responsibility to make sure that the
yard is not left unlocked at the end of any
session, or at other times if you have taken
your kayak out.

To that end, please ensure that the main
wooden gates are closed, and that the small
wooden pedestrian gate is also closed and
locked from the inside. Pedestrian access to
and from the yard can then be made via the
keycode gate at the top. Please make sure
that this is closed behind you.

MB members, PPCA members with boat
storage and leaders should be familiar with the
code for the metal gate. The temporary
changing area for members is now in the top
car park and there is a new key code for that
gate, revealed to Mountbatten members.
Again, please ensure that this gate is closed
and locked behind you.

Let’s look forward to some higher quality
facilities at Mountbatten in due course.

Exchange and Mart
Some retailers offer a discount to our members: details are on the PPCA website
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Summer Social (Beach Barbeque)
Sarah Carlson

Save the Date
7th June 2025

Source: Sindre Fs, Pexels.com

After the Saturday Recreational paddle

More details to follow (watch the usual spaces)
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Plymouth Sound Wildlife 3#

The Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus)

This short article is about one of the most
common birds you are likely to see around the
Sound. The Oystercatcher, a striking wader
with its red/orange beak and pied plumage.
You are likely to hear the loud peeping of its
call before seeing it. A large bird of around
540g and 45cm in length. They have quite a
long lifespan average of 12 years but with
records showing many well over this.

The Oystie, a nickname some kayakers use
when they sight one. They can usually be
found in small flocks on most of the local
beaches and sat on rocks almost anywhere
locally along the coastline. When the tide is
in, they can often be seen inland on fields and
farmland feeding. They can be seen all year
round remaining resident over the winter.

Oystercatchers in flight

It specialises in eating shellfish, particularly
cockles and mussels but also crustaceans and
worms. It prises or hammers open shellfish
with its strong bill. Interestingly the bill grows
by almost half a millimetre a day, faster than
our fingernails. The Oystercatcher is classed
as being on the amber list and breeding
numbers have declined over recent years.
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Kayaking Chronicle
Adam Coulson

Warm Wet events

• 2nd April Pool Session

• 5th April Welfare Day The planned
welfare day at Ivybridge pool went ahead
and as all other activity was cancelled
this was opened up to members. A few
of us had the pool to ourselves for a
couple of hours and were able to practice
rolls and other skills in some nice warm
and wind free conditions. Even the
water was fairly calm!

• 16th April Pool Session

Wet Training Events

• 8th April. Adam took a group out for a
bit of a shakedown and skills session, but
didn’t get quite as far! However we
revisited the 4 fundamentals of kayaking;
paddled with eyes closed across the wind
and played a game of blind rock
gardening in pairs with a sighted guide.
The bow rudder was practiced and then
compared with the cross bow rudder.
Surprisingly, nobody fell in -I don’t thing
they were trying hard enough!

• 15th April Cancelled

• 22nd April Adam led a much smaller
group than the recreational paddle group
(but much more enthusiastic that that
group) out into the wind to make the
most of the conditions. Thus we paddled
into the wind, across the wind,
experienced wind cocking, turned sea
kayaks up and down wind with varying
levels of success and then had a lovely
downwind and following sea run from
the end of Mountbatten Breakwater to
Sutton Harbour. You may have noticed
that wind was a feature!

• 26th April Clive writes about the first
Intro Course of 2025: Myself, Jackie P
and Jane H ran an intro course on Sat
26 April. It was one of those rare days
when the weather gods gave us “No
conditions” Just perfect for what we
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were doing. We had 11 students with
ages ranging from 11-72. By the time
that we got off the water we had 11
tired but happy students. I am calling
the day a success.

• 29th April Andy started the summer
Explore Award coaching with 7 partakers
and a few helpers.

Wet Recreational Events

• 5th April Cancelled A strong wind put
paid to all of the activity planned from
Mountbatten. Thus the sea kayak
paddle, the short rec paddle and also the
Kayaks & Paddles kayak demo were all
cancelled.

• 8th April The first Tuesday club night of
the summer season Hurray! And what a
beautiful evening it was with sunny
weather and a glorious sunset. Terry led
a group out around to Bovisand on the
rec paddle

• 12th April Clive led 12 kayaks out on the

rec paddle to Drake’s Island and then
along the outside of the breakwater in a
low spring tide. All navigable gaps
between the blocks were explored, and
some non-navigable ones too! Lunch
was enjoyed on the beach at Crownhill
Bay (the next one east of Bovisand Bay)
and we returned a happy bunch.

• 15th April cancelled The second Tuesday
night of the season saw a rather
dramatic change in the weather with
strong winds and heavy rain so that both
recreation paddling and coaching were
cancelled

• 19th April Terry led a group of 14 club
paddlers out on the water in a mix of
Easter hats and costume. After a bit of
a grey start the weather improved and
stayed dry for the day. We hugged the
coast around Jennycliff, with a stop at
the waterfall. Then onto Bovisand where
the swell was picking up nicely. As it was
still early we paddled over to Crownhill
Bay then headed back to Cable Beach
for lunch. The return was back into
Jennycliff Bay.
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• 22 nd April A slightly wet and windy
evening meant that Pete took an
enthusiastic group of recreational
paddlers on a short clockwise circuit of
the Cattewater.

• 26th April Gavin led the rec paddle.

• 29th April Summer is here! A few
photos from this evenings rec paddle led
by Terry. 15 paddlers out enjoying the

sunshine. We paddled around Jennycliff
Bay past Cable beach to the collapsed
cave near Bovisand.

Dry Events

• 9th April: Committee Meeting. The
proceedings, in the form of minutes, will
be e-mailed to you shortly. However,
whatever the minutes say, I can assure
you that rather than being “dry” this
was a most entertaining evening for all
concerned.

Is this a man called Cliff? From Terry Calcott’s Facebook
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Limerick Competition
Willy Eckerslike

There are generally thought to be four seasons in an English year. They are:

1. Spring

2. Summer

3. Autumn

4. Winter

Correctly match the following limericks to the season they are describing:

(a) Dry Dart woes

The Dart’s looking sadly inert,
Not a ripple to splash on your shirt.
You bring boat and your gear,
But it’s dry—shed a tear—
Guess it’s time for a hike and dessert.

(b) Rainy Redemption on the Dart

The skies gave a grumble, then cried,
As torrents came gushing with pride.
The Dart came alive,
Did a wild twist and dive—
Now it’s grade four and a heck of a ride!
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The PPCA Committee
PPCA is a friendly Club, and we’d love to hear from you!

The Club is run by a committee of unpaid volunteers, most of which work full-time. Contact
details are listed below. For non-urgent enquiries, please email the person you require rather
than telephoning.

If you are new to paddlesport or thinking of taking it up then please contact our Intro
Coordinator who can point you in the right direction. Our Intro Coordinator can also answer
any questions you may have about our Club, courses on offer etc, drop them an email at
intro@ppca-canoe-club.org.uk

Chair Mark Perry chair@ppca-canoe-club.org.uk
Vice-Chair Vacant vchair@ppca-canoe-club.org.uk
Club Leader Adam Coulson leader@ppca-canoe-club.org.uk
Assistant Club Leader Vacant acleader@ppca-canoe-club.org.uk
Club Secretary Jackie Perry secretary@ppca-canoe-club.org.uk
Membership Secretary Helga Pinn membership@ppca-canoe-club.org.uk
Welfare Officer Alan Ede welfare@ppca-canoe-club.org.uk
Intro Course Coordinator Lesley Hitchen intro@ppca-canoe-club.org.uk
Treasurer Julian Miles treasurer@ppca-canoe-club.org.uk
Equipment Officer Pete Anderson equipment@ppca-canoe-club.org.uk
Publicity Officer Sarah Carlson publicity@ppca-canoe-club.org.uk
Youth Development Officer Jane Hitchings youth@ppca-canoe-club.org.uk
Health and Safety Officer Damean Miller safety@ppca-canoe-club.org.uk
Club President Clive Ashford president@ppca-canoe-club.org.uk

Thank you to everyone who contributed material, especially the material we just stole from
Facebook. PPCA © 2024
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