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Editorial

Pual Hewson

Apologies for the problems with the previous
newsletter mail out. There were a lot of
photographs in the newsletter, which meant
the filesize was a little too big for some email
systems. This month, the high quality
photographs will go on this website version of
the newsletter, and we will mail out a “copy”
with lower quality photographs.

In other news, I'm delighted to say we had a
letter from our reader this month.

| don't understand all this fuss
writing a magazine about a price
comparison website for flights and
holidays. You live near the sea,
you should take up a water sport,
it would be better for you.

Yours faithfully

Mrs Trellis

North Wales

Anyhow, we continue introducing new club
members on page [8} apologies to the many we
have missed. Please consider sending a few
words about yourself (ideally with a photo):

newsletter@ppca-canoe-club.org.uk if you have
joined recently, for some suitable definition of
“recently”.

Speaking of new members, there is an
announcement from Clive Ashford about some
extra short paddles on [2] | assume this means
we have added some new events in the form of
short recreational paddles over and above what
had been planned. | don’t think we have added
a new category of extra-short paddles that
take about 30 minutes. Terry Calcott writes
about the recent Litter Pick paddle on page [§|
Sarah Carlson has placed an early notice of a
Christmas social on Wednesday 11th
December, asking that we dig out Christmas
Jumpers and hats. She reports "l have spoken
to the pub and got agreement that it will stay
open past 21:00". There is also a notice of the
AGM on page [10l On [13]there is a short
PPCA paddle activity log for September. Terry
Calcott has added a snippet on the Bovisand
Admiralty Reservoir which features on [2] and
Clive Ashford offers some reflections on a
recent introductory course on page .

As usual, comments, questions, material to
include in future editions:
newsletter@ppca-canoe-club.org.uk
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Extra short recreational paddles

Clive Ashford

We have a number of new club members who

have joined us towards the end of the summer.

As they have joined us just when our training
season has finished, they wouldn't have very
much to do over the autumn, so | thought
that it would be a good idea if | ran a few
extra Saturday short recreational paddles.
These trips are open to all members. If you
don’t want to join the main Saturday
Recreational paddle, then these trips may give
you just the reason you need to get afloat.
(And to meet our lovely new members.) As

with the short recreational paddles that run on
the first Saturday of each month, these trips
will launch from Mount Batten at 10:30 and
will be back around 13:00. Confirmation will
appear on the club forum / Facebook page
nearer to the date.

Dates are:

e 26 October
e 23 November

e 7 December

Plymouth Sound Snippet #28

The Bovisand Admiralty Reservoir

Terry Calcott

With the club newsletter continuing in a new
format and now under the direction of a new
editor. | thought | would continue with the
Plymouth Sound snippets. There is still plenty
of untapped material to carry on filling a few

pages each month. Although | am stretching
the area just outside the confines of Plymouth
Sound at times. This snippet is about the
Admiralty reservoir, a short distance up the
valley from the beach at Bovisand.
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Bovisand ¢
Pier

Staddon
Point

We often land on the main beach at Bovisand
for lunch during paddles. In recent years, with
coastal erosion taking hold, there have been
several land slips around the beach. | noticed a
few years ago that an old cast iron pipe had
been uncovered and was gradually moving
down towards the beach. After a bit of
research, it was clear this pipe was the remains
of the pipe system running from the old
Admiralty reservoir down to Bovisand Pier.

In Georgian times, there was a problem with
the Royal Navy getting a supply of clean fresh
water in Plymouth Sound. The main water

————

supplies were from streams at Bovisand and
across the Sound at Cawsand. One of the
earlier names for Bovisand was Buoysand. The
ships used to attach to the buoys while small
boats landed to take on water from the
stream. This was time consuming and
laborious. With Plymouth breakwater under
construction at the time. The engineer John
Rennie was commissioned by the Admiralty to
find a suitable source of fresh water. He found
a site just up the valley from the beach with a
supply of fresh spring water nearby. The
reservoir he built was 52 feet above the HW
mark at Bovisand, 23 feet deep, 150 foot wide
at one end. Completed in 1824 at a cost of
£40,000. The reservoir held 12,000 tons of
excellent quality water being fed from a spring
up the valley. The supply route from the
reservoir was by a 9-inch cast iron pipe with a
gradual fall in height to the pier at Bovisand.
There was no pumping system, the supply was
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